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We live in an era

whose dominant character
may be described as
objective-rational-democratic.



It is an era in which the
rational faculties of humankind
shall receive the foremost attention.



It is thus an era in which

science and technology;

economics and other objective and
measurable approaches,

shall have great credibility and

shall receive the maximum support.



It is therefore not surprising,

that world over,

the lion’s share of funding,

goes towards development

that is measurable and quantifiable.



In such an age that privileges,
all that can be measured,

the arts, receive some support,
when their value

can be measured or applied.



The value of “finer” stuff — whether
it is art or science or philosophy,
is difficult to measure.



It is therefore not surprising that
“liberal” arts education does not
have the support it “deserves”.



What are the roots of the word
“liberal”?



How has the zeitgeist transformed,
over the last five thousand years?



Animistic,

Mythical,
Religious,

Rational



Religious,

(faith, worship, ritual, irrational, feudal...)

Rational

(objective, democratic, scientific, technological,
economic, capitalistic, sociological, psychological...)



What would be the desirable
zeitgeist of a new era?



How far is this era?
(215t century, 22nd? 23rd? 24th?)



What are the roots of the word “liberal”?

What are associations
that it triggers off, in the imagination
of policy-makers and planners?



Are the liberal-arts regarded
as too self-indulgent,
by planners and policy makers?



Who is responsible for such an
interpretation of the “liberal” arts?

Can artists and art-educators change this perception?



Would like to believe
that this is possible,

and that artists and art-educators
do share this responsibility
with all others,

BUT....



It requires us to understand our
selves, better than we do today.

How do we understand individuality?
How do we understand communities?



And how do we resolve
the ancient antagonism between
the individual and the community?




“My Lunatic Instinct”

-

There is
In advertising, yo

“We can’t sell anything any more,
we can only get people to like an idea at the most now.”
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